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Signs of the Times: Rethinking Transportation

by Lorraine Atherton, ZNews editor

"IT'S A DIFFERENT STREET. I had forgotten what a nice
street this is to live on." That was how Brent Cook
summed up the Residential Parking Permit (RPP)
program that went into effect on his block at the end of
June. The program restricts parking in the 2100 block of
Oxford and one block of Valeria to vehicles with residen-
tial permits at all times. Vehicles without permits can
be towed.

Restricting parking like this is just one of many ways
that Zilker residents are rethinking their relationship
with cars this summer, as Steve McGuire suggests in
his Austin City Limits Music Festival report on page 10.

According to Sarah Glasscock, Oxford residents first
attempted to work on street safety in 2006, when the
city allowed seven new businesses to occupy the build-
ing at 2110 South Lamar, which had barely enough
parking for one retail business. The overflow parking
created a hazard for traffic turning off and onto Oxford
and for residents, in or out of their cars. "We've gotten
info on the RPP program from the city, but don't feel
that we'll be able to meet the requirements," Sarah
wrote at the time (she has since moved out of the

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)

These signs now mark RPP Area 18, on Oxford and Valeria.
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neighborhood).

Sarah and several other neighbors spoke
with the landlord, Charlie Tomes, and Michael
Portman of Birds Barber Shop, and arrange-
ments were made to provide employee parking
in the Office Depot lot across South Lamar.
The problems continued, however, and early in
2008 Brent made the first concerted effort to
gather the residents' signatures and fill the
other application requirements for the RPP
program. Unfortunately, the city was in the
midst of revising the program process, and so
completion of the application was delayed.

As Peggy Pfaff reported in the July 2009
ZNews, Robert Guillory picked up where Brent
left off. Around the same time, the opening of
Black Sheep Lodge immediately north of 2110
S. Lamar made everything much worse, not
just for the neighbors on Oxford but also for
the existing businesses. The shopping strip
now bristles with No Parking signs, public and

A
MOTOR VEHIGLE

T

100005

Residents in RPP programs receive green stickers,
like the one on the left, for their vehicles, along with
a supply of guest passes.
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The 2100 block of South Lamar bristles with No
Parking signs, as businesses compete for space.

commercial, as businesses jealously guard every
parking space. When we must pass a gauntlet of
angry red and black signs at every entrance, it's
difficult (even for a walker like me) to maintain
the relaxed, friendly attitude that we in Zilker
like to share with our business neighbors.

Early this year, Robert completed the resi-
dents' revised application and presented it to the
ZNA general meeting in February, as required
by city staff. The entire effort was driven by the
residents (not by ZNA), and their hard work has
paid off. The good news is that Brent and his
neighbors seem to have reduced the traffic prob-
lems to a tolerable level and restored some of

Southpaws Playschool

2324B South Lamar Boulevard

* Canine Daycare * Puppy Crate Training
* [ndividualized Learning Programs
* Solid Gold® Pet Foods

440- PLAY

Enjoy it Hot or as a
Delicious Refreshing
Iced Tea!

www.nilevallevherbs.com
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their South Austin quality of life.
The bad news is that the overflow
parking from Black Sheep Lodge
continues to fill the next block of
Oxford and two blocks of Kinney.
As the owner of Birds Barber
Shop said more than once at the
February ZNA meeting, the prob-
lems of managing a business are
not the neighbors' problems. That
is one reason ZNA has been reluc-
tant to recommend RPPs to
neigh-bors. Back in September
2006, when the Oxford residents
decid-ed against RPP, Bobby
Rigney noted that the city staff
who ap-prove site plans without
adequate parking should take
some re-sponsibility for the
problems they allow, but instead,
the RPP "proc-ess shifts some
hassle off the ones actually
responsible, and onto neighbors."
City staff continue to approve
unrealistic parking plans for car-
reliant businesses along South
Lamar (see page 4), and so other
neighbors on other blocks will no

doubt be taking a close look at the
Oxford neighbors' experience with

RPP. ZNA hopes that they will be
spared the trouble, but it seems
unlikely that city staff will offer
any alternative relief. That would
require a more comprehensive
rethinking of the city's relation-
ship with cars.

New bike lanes on S. Lamar
As the RPP signs were going up
on Oxford, new bike lanes were
being striped on South Lamar
from Hether south to Manchaca.
Last year bike lanes were added
on the South Lamar hill, between
Barton Springs Road and Tread-
well. The stretch of South Lamar
between Treadwell and Hether
has not been repaved and so has
not been restriped. It is posted
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6)
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Peter Stiles
663.7619
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grasshopper lawncare

Complete lawn maintenance for your home

or business. Sign up online. Pay online.

It's that easy.
www.grasshopperlawncare.net

Weekly or bi-weekly service starting at just $20/week.
Go online or call 512-560-9575 for more information
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Outdoor Music Venues: One Year Later

It has been about a year since the city's new
sound ordinance went into effect, and it is cur-
rently under review for possible revisions. Per-
haps the biggest disappointment has been the
continued mismatch between the ordinance and
police policies. Enforcement of Outdoor Music
Venue (OMV) permits has been inconsistent, and
stated APD policy has amounted to a refusal to
issue citations for clear violations. In May, Chief
Acevedo told a meeting of the Austin Neighbor-
hoods Council that APD procedures such as wait-
ing for half an hour after the permit end-time to
shut down a venue were not acceptable. The APD
policies have made it difficult for neighborhoods
to negotiate reasonable terms for annual permits,
because we cannot rely on APD to enforce them.
For instance, everyone may agree that 10 pmis a
reasonable end-time for an outdoor concert, but if
APD is giving all the venues a 30-minute grace
period, the neighbors will have to ask for a 9 or
9:30 time on the permit.

The latest development in Zilker is that Don
Pitts (the city music coordinator), David Murray
(the city sound engineer), and Carol Gibbs of the
city's Neighborhood Assistance Center have been
helping Raf Robinson of the Irie Bean Coffee Bar
meet the 70-decibel limit for its series of small
outdoor events behind 2310 South Lamar. Their
expertise has been very helpful in bringing the
neighbors and the applicant together.

Robinson had applied for an 85 db permit,

Outdoor Venues Near You

Within ZNA's boundaries, these restaurants
have OMV permits. Four can play till 8:30 PM
Sun-Thu and till 10 PM Fri-Sat:

Austin Java, 1608 Barton Springs Road
(expires Aug 12)

Baby Acapulco, 1628 Barton Springs (Nov 6)
Lift Cafe, 215 S. Lamar (Sep 24)

Uncle Billy's, 1530 Barton Springs (Aug 12).
The Paggi House permit is for 3 PM Sun, 9 PM
Mon-Thu, and 10 PM Fri-Sat, Lee Barton Drive
(Mar 15).

Opa, 2050 S. Lamar (Mar 9) has a permit for
10 PM every night.

As restaurants, all of these are limited to 70
decibels. Only Shady Grove, 1624 Barton
Springs (Oct 10) can play up to 85 db, till 10
PM on any night.

The 85 db permit for the Coffee Bean & Tea
Leaf, 221 S. Lamar, expired June 25, and no
application for a renewal is on the city Web
site, so far. It was limited to 8:30 PM all week.

rather than the 70 db required of restaurants,
based on a city staff decision that the 70 db re-
quirement did not apply to limited restaurants
like the cafe. (ZNA is opposing this reinterpre-
tation of the ordinance.) Unfortunately for
Robinson, the change in classification triggered
a review of his liquor license (limited restau-
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Barton Hills Assisted Living 441 '6000

1606 Nash Avenue

License#000389, 030323

Barton Hills Guest House
1809 Ford Street

Offering personal care in an elegant home-like
environment, conveniently located.near downtown.

-Private and Semi-private Floor Plans

-Three nutritious hot meals daily.

-24 Hour Attendant Supervision.Licensed Nurses.
-Physical, Social and Recreational Activities
-Housekeeping Services
-Medication Services

www.bartonhillsal.com
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rants can't sell alcohol), so the
business is now facing a number of
other code compliance issues.

As Bill Neale, the ZNA sound
committee chair, reported in the
April ZNews, ZNA 1s appealing the
OMYV permit abruptly granted in
March to Opa (formerly the Music
Café), on South Lamar. ZNA
contends that the business does
not meet the requirements for a
general restaurant. On July 9, the
city's Development Review staff
denied a site plan correction
because the "Deck does not appear
to be included in parking calcu-
lations." The site is in the same
block as the offsite parking for the
Black Sheep Lodge (see page 1),
but lack of adequate parking is
just one of the problems here.

The permit allows amplified
sound outdoors seven days a week
till 10 pm, with a limit of 70 db.
These terms were authorized
without input from the neighbors.
Regrettably, the music coordina-
tor's office was not up and running
at the time, so there was no real
negotiation. Another reason for the
appeal is that the adjacent single-
family (SF-3) property predated
the venue and that outdoor
amplified sound is incompatible
with the nearby residences.

This is the only OMV permit
issued in ZNA south of Barton
Springs Road and the only new
permit for a venue adjacent to
single-family homes. This is also
the same business that applied
unsuccessfully for a late-hours
permit last year (see ZNews April
2009).

In March, the City Council
granted the OMYV appeals of two
neighborhood groups. ZNA's
hearing date has not been set.

Lorraine Atherton

ICED COFF EE, SMOOTHIES
MORE

IRIE BEAN COFFEE
2310 S LAMAR
AUSTIN TX, 78704
512.326.4636
WWW.IRIEBEAN.COM

BAR

78704 Pharmacy
Lamar Plaza Drug Store

Jim & Dorinda Martin, pharmacists / owners
Visit the Family Medical Clinic located inside of the pharmacy;
Dr. Liesa Harte specializing in anti-aging, weight loss,
hormone balancing and Family Practice
Full Compounding Lab — Immunizations

Diabetes Supplies / shoes

Free local delivery - Easy Transfer of prescriptions
from any pharmacy
1132 South Lamar Blvd — Lamar Plaza

512-442-6777
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If this photo had been taken a

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) with signs stating that bicycles may
occupy an entire lane.

Poor drainage has always made the sidewalk south of La Casa
impassable during and after rains, as cars would plow through the
runoff along the curb and throw a wall of water across the sidewalk.
An unexpected benefit of the new bike lanes is the elimination of
these splash zones. Bike lanes, it turns out, provide just enough
separation between cars and the sidewalk to make walking a lot
more comfortable. That buffer zone also makes waiting at bus stops,
such as the bench south of Barton Springs Road, much more
tolerable and safer. This latest restriping was required by the
repaving of South Lamar, and so these sidewalk improvements were
essentially free. Conventional solutions to the splash zone problem
would have required capital improvement projects to address the
underlying drainage problem, to acquire additional right-of-way for

week earlier, the camera the standard four-foot buffer strip, and to demolish and rebuild that
would have been drenched by | part of the street—which brings us to the bond package that has
the spray from passing cars. been so much in the news this month.

Parks as part of the transportation solution

The Austin City Council is considering a transportation
bond package to be placed on the November ballot, and
you may be hearing from various advocacy groups asking
you to support or oppose particular projects. If we are to
rethink our relationship with the personal automobile, we
will first need to calculate the true cost of our travel
habits in terms of the entire city budget, not just a
handful of massive street projects. For most of the last 10
years, the city of Austin has been spending Capital Metro
money on expensive congestion management projects,
mainly for the convenience of single-occupant vehicles. As
a result, Austin's rate of vehicle miles traveled per person
is among the highest in the country. The new bike lanes
on South Lamar show how we can get more for less and
also make it easier to get out of our cars, just by making
smarter use of what we already have. Less obvious is how
the ACL Music Festival has changed our transportation
priorities.

Because of our proximity to and love for Zilker Park
and Lady Bird Lake, our neighborhood has an unusual
perspective in this regard. Since 2001, the promoters of
the ACL Festival have been working with lakefront
neighborhoods and the parks department to redefine how
we take care of and value our parks. The parkland along
the south bank of the lake has become one of the premier
outdoor event venues in the country and a significant
economic engine driving the tourist and music industry in
Austin. At the same time, the festival has led the way in
moving parking lots and cars out of the parks and
providing transit, bicycle, and pedestrian access to park

kN
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At Mary and S. Lamar, a typical pedestrian-
friendly traffic sign blocks the sidewalk
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events, again, changing the way we think about our cars.
Yet, when it comes time to set budget and bond priorities,

city management still classifies our parks and their . .

transportation infrastructure as frills, not worthy of full The Klg h‘l’ Frl'

funding in good times or bad. Neighborhood and nonprofit

groups are expected to fill in the gaps with bake-sale fund- Outdoor Fitness & Nutritional Programs

raising efforts. Now is the time to reset our priorities, walk

the walk, or as Steve McGuire says, bike it.
Life is all about

our
This summer, please take a careful look at the Xpﬂons

transportation projects being considered for bond funding.

You can find them on the City of Austin Web site,

www.ci.austin.tx.us. Cris Strong
Rethink your ftransportation needs, and help our City 512.287.0618

Council navigate a new direction for Austin. www.TheRightFitToday.com

Neighborhood Watch

g or Selling
To get involved with

s . 6‘)
L]
Neighborhood Watch and other Y T _ oW "3 1 our H()lne’
crime prevention efforts, e s 'g’ %= Keller Williams Top Realtor

call Laura "Ole" Olesen
at 663-5776 or
ole@oleaustin.com.
Also, watch the
Zilker Yahoo group . N .
for further updates. gl 1 N The Amiss GI'OUP
Go to www.Yahoogroups.com and ] PR, B 442-8581
search for "Zilker," then click on < Y :
"Join this group."

» 78704 Neighborhood
@S Specialist and Resident

www.tomamiss.com

email: tom@tomamiss.com

Austin Yoga School
Iyengar HathaYoga | PR OUDLY FEEDING 78704

from the Heart

FOR OVER 10 YEARS

We love beginners!

=
Beginners to Advanced—Daily Classes MaUAIC s

Teacher Training—Special Workshops TEX-MEX

1212 S.LAMAR,440-8088
WWW.MAUDIES.COM
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Time to Volunteer for ZNA

The Zilker Neighborhood Association will be
nominating officers and committee chairs in
September to serve in 2011. We will specifically
be looking for vice presidents, delegates to the
Austin Neighborhoods Council, and zoning and
planning committee members, but we also wel-
come those who want to focus on a particular
project. Would you like to organize a car-share
program? Improve recycling programs for condo
and apartment residents? Retrofit affordable
housing for energy efficiency? Set up a com-
munity development corporation? Now is the
time to think about what you can do for the
neighborhood. Call Richard Gravois or any
other executive committee members listed on
the back of this newsletter, or e-mail
ZilkerNA@austin.rr.com, or come to the
Watermelon Social on July 26, to volunteer
(or to nominate someone else).

Frequently asked questions:

Houw often does ZNA meet? Quarterly, in Feb-
ruary, April, July, and October, at Zilker
Elementary School. The Executive Committee
meets at 7-9 PM the first Monday of each
month, usually at Artz Rib House, at South
Lamar and Bluebonnet.

Who does ZNA represent? Directly: The mem-
bership of our association, which is open only to
residents within ZNA's boundaries. Indirectly:
A larger cross-section of residents through
neighbor-to-neighbor discussions and circula-
tion of 2800 newsletters.

The boundaries of ZNA include Zilker Park on
the west and extend to the railroad tracks on the
east. The southern boundary is Barton Skyway.
The northern boundary is the lake.

How many members does ZNA have? As of Febru-
ary, 212 members had paid dues or would be
eligible to vote as soon as they renewed.

Is Zilker@yahoogroups.com ZNA's official list
serve? No, but the Yahoo group is a vital com-
munication vehicle, with 667 members. All resi-
dents are welcome, whether they are ZNA mem-
bers or not. (See Neighborhood Watch, page 7.)

T want to build something that does not comply

BECOME A ZNA MEMBER TODAY
Membership is open to Zilker residents (renters or homeowners) 18 years old or older.
Annual dues are $7 per person. Additional contributions are welcome. (Many couples pay $25.)

Name: E-mail:
Name

Address: Phone:
Dues Contribution for ZNA general fund:

Please make checks payable to Zilker Neighborhood Association and mail with this form to:
ZNA Memberships, 1818 Treadwell St., Austin, TX 78704

1
|
|
|
|
|
|

E-mail: :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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with city code. Will ZNA support my
request for a variance? ZNA has a
longstanding policy of not support-

ing variance requests if the appli- energy conscious architecture

cant does not show a qualifying udding poetry to your life
hardship unique to the property, as

defined by the Board of Adjust- after listening to your needs & aspirations,
ment. ZNA encourages all neigh- then understanding your site & budget,
bors to comply with city ordinances. a mouth-watering, site-specific design will emerge.

How does the ZNA Executive Com-
mittee arrive at a position on an
issue? The committee considers sev- .
eral factors in determining a posi- | rene Mee S [U rChltECfU FE]
tion that is consistent with the sen-

timent of the neighborhood, begin- 512.663.3715
ning with the association's bylaws.
The committee may consider the
ZNA neighborhood planning survey
conducted in 2004, the City of Aus-
tin neighborhood planning survey

from 2005, specific ZNews surveys, SOJUFFH AU} ST' NJ

input gathered from discussions

and resolutions adopted at our @@7 MJ MJ U NJ IJTY(

quarterly meetings, discussion on
the list serve and e-mail input from A

neighbors, and political consulta- @U) JP) UJ NJ @TU RE
tion with board and commission $15 - $40 SLIDING SCALE

and City Council members.

residential = remodel = non-residential = land planning

imees@austin.rr.com

321 W, BEN WHITE BLVD, - AUSTIN TX, 78704

For more information, including the ACUPUNCTUREWORLDHEADQUARTERS.COM
ZNA bylaws, please visit the ZNA ' A
Web site at zilkerneighborhood.org. 707-8330

(f\.
T
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COMPLETE HOLISTIC CLINIC 25 years experience in our neighborhood

Personalized Attention Call today for a free no-obligation market analysis 440-1799
Expert Staff

Holistic Practitioners
Finest Pure, Natural Supplements
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pure Healtss

Slo Open Mon-Sat. ) R ld
Qo P ,
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Now! Neighborhood! Email: Peach@kalejdoproperties.com www.kaleidoproperties.com

¥ For Vacation Rentals, go to www.ZilkerVacations.com ¥
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plumblossomwellness.com

512.306.7344 @ 1700 S. Lamar
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A Green, Safe, Pedestrian-Friendly ACL Festival
by Steve McGuire, ZNA Festival Representative

A recent Austin Business Journal article
ranked Austin fourth in traffic congestion,
although we currently are the fifteenth largest
American city. Our population is expected to
double in the next 20-25 years. If you have not
been thinking about your relationship with the
automobile, the time may be fast approaching to
do so.

Many of the streets in the Zilker
neighborhood were laid out in the early years of
the twentieth century, when the entire
population of Austin was less than the number
of people attending the Austin City Limits
Music Festival in one day. Most streets in our
neighborhood are too narrow to accommodate
parking on both sides plus two-way traffic.

The festival Web site (www.aclfestival.com)
strongly encourages people to use Capital Metro
or other alternative methods of transportation
and not to drive and park in the neighborhoods
adjacent to Zilker Park. Capital Metro will offer
a free shuttle from Republic Square at Fourth
Street and Guadalupe to Zilker Park. The
producers of the festival place "No Event
Parking" signs throughout our neighborhood,
and they do so for good reasons.

Traffic congestion is at best unpleasant and
at worst can lead to collisions, injuries, and
slowed response by emergency vehicles. In the

1980s, before Austin had serious traffic problems,
I witnessed an attic fire destroy a house within a
few minutes. Imagine a fire truck attempting to
negotiate peak festival traffic through narrow
streets.

This year, consider suggesting to your friends
to bus it or bike it to the festival. The neighbor-
hoods surrounding Zilker Park will breathe freer
for it in more than one way. (See page 6.)

The Austin City Limits Music Festival will
be October 8-10 this year.

These roads leading into the park area will
close at midnight on Thursday, Oct. 8, and
reopen midnight on Sunday, Oct. 10: Barton
Springs Road at Robert E. Lee: Barton
Springs Pool accessible via the Robert E. Lee
entrance; MoPac frontage at Columbus
Drive (no travel allowed into Zilker Park or
Barton Springs Pool from this road);
Stratford Drive at Nature Center Drive,
near the canoe rental. Access into
neighborhood is also usually restricted at
Kinney and Virginia, at Sunset and Barton
Springs Road, and at Lund and Rabb Road.
ZNA has been working with city
departments and C3 Promotions to ease
traffic flow on Kinney.

David Neelley Construction
your neighborhood builder

Remodeling
Additions

Patios and Decks
Fences

Project Management

neelley@aol.com
512-585-8781

The Law Office of Robin Theobald Cravey
Robin Cravey

attorney at law

807 Brazos Street, Ste. 807
Austin, Texas 78701

512-236-9655

www.CraveyLaw.com

We draft your wills, probate
your parents’ estates, represent you in property
transactions, and advise you in other matters.
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Experience Austin’s Top Dance School
Reglster for Kld's Summer Camp Today
Hip Hop - Ballet - Ballroom

: : 60+ Classes Each Week In Fltness and Dance
Zi l ker Nelghbor‘hOOd Best Value for the Price - Centrally Located

is planning a GARAGE SALE =ﬁ Top Instructors - Plenty of Free Parking

Save the date, Saturday, September 18 % 3 c;l ﬂﬁ’f\-’ "
(rain date Sept. 25) | &% DANCE SCHOOL

Call 447-4437

or come to the Watermelon Social July 26, %,
to find out how to participate.

1700 S. Lamar Ste. 338
Austin, TX 78704
512-442-529
galaxydanceschool.org

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| Gal any Dance Schoal iz a non-orofit Urgmizatiun

Support Friends of Zilker Neighborhood Realtor vs. Top Agent
Neighborhood Park Why compromise?

To volunteer for upcoming
workdays in October or other
park projects, contact
littlezilker@gmail.com.

Donate toward Little Zilker ' pearson

park imprgvements by sending properties

your contribution made out to

the Austin Parks Foundation

(WI‘ite ."Zﬂker Neighborhood 512.627-6560

Park" in the memo line) at 816 ;
Congress Ave, Ste. 1680, Austin NWw.tealson ZIoperties.com [W
TX 78701. a Private Label Fealty company

Stereo + Alarm + Video + Navigation
XM - Sirius + [Pod

Ty
7aNC/p ] [e)

Professional Installation

CARS - TRUCKS - BOATS . el e T T '
FEATURING AUSTIN'S BEST SELECTION OF IMFORTED CIGARETTES, FIFES,
MOTORCYCLES - RVs VAPORIZERS, INCENSE, DMDERGROLWD BOOKS, FBOTICA & MORE

Victor Elmur 2123 Goodrich Ave. @ NORTH Sei Ly Mg e e
L . BIL-ESM 32191 441.5555 SA29313 707-906% 147.1211
www.audiomobileonline.com panmonas cow OPEN TIL MIDMIGHT 7 DAYS A WEEK - siscr 1990
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About the Zilker Neighborhood Association

ZNA holds general meetings the fourth or fifth
Mon.day of February, April, July, and October
at lek_er Elementary School. The Executive ,
Committee meets at 7 PM the first Monday of
each month, usually at Artz Rib House.,

Our qupose: To improve the quality of life in
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SOUTHSIDE
PRINTING
SERVICE

Handy to the Zilker Neighborhood
in the Lamar Plaza Shopping Center

Forms * Business Stationery ®* Copies ® Color Copies
Faxing ¢ Stamps © Personal Stationery
Business Cards ® Flyers ® Doorhangers * Envelopes
Labels » Medical Forms ¢ Christmas Cards

Wedding Invitations ¢ Scratch Pads
All Sorts of Custom Printing
Free Pickup and Delivery

444-2590

southps@sbcglobal.net

1050-F South Lamar Blvd.
Open Monday to Friday
8:30 to 5:30
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Best Nils in Town

s U
Rlé
HOUSE

- Live Music Nightly
- Great Lunch Specials

- Vegetarian Entrees

- Catering & To Go Orders

New Air Conditioning
2330 South Lamar @ Bluebonnet

442.8283

Check out our menu online

artzribhouse.com




